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PUBLIC TRANSPORT AUTHORITY — RADIO SYSTEMS REPLACEMENT PROJECT 
Statement by Minister for Transport 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [12.15 pm]: I rise to update the house on the status 
of the Public Transport Authority’s radio systems replacement project. The project involves the design and 
construction of a new digital radio system for the PTA. The project was separated from a broader proposed 
automatic train control project in 2013–14, with the then cabinet approving the project definition plan 
in March 2015 based on a business case for the more limited project. A key factor for this project was the pending 
expiry of the PTA’s licence of analogue radio spectrum from the Australian Communications and Media Authority. 
An expression of interest was advertised on 1 February 2017 and the EOI period closed on 1 March 2017. The 
EOI did not preclude any companies from bidding.  
In July 2018, the PTA awarded contracts for the project’s design, build and maintenance for an initial term to 
a joint venture between Huawei and UGL Limited. In late January 2019, the United States Department of Justice 
unsealed two indictments against Huawei Technologies. At that time, I committed to confirming with the 
contractor whether they would be in a position to deliver on the contract as a result of these indictments. On 
7 February 2019, at my request, senior PTA staff met with eight senior Huawei and UGL staff, including John Lord, 
Huawei Australia chairman, to discuss the delivery of the contract. The Huawei and UGL representatives 
confirmed they would be able to source equipment required for the project. Further confirmation was subsequently 
received by the PTA. The state government is committed to delivering this project, and making sure that the 
proponents deliver on their contractual obligations. To that end, the state government will continue to monitor this 
contract, with the involvement of other key state agencies. As a result of ongoing contractual monitoring, the 
agency advice is that we are unable to table correspondence at this stage. 
I will end on a word of caution. Many people in this house believe that they are cybersecurity experts and experts 
in international relations. The ever-changing international policy positions of the Trump administration are 
demonstrated by that administration’s dealings with the technology firm ZTE. As stated before, the state 
government has undertaken an independent procurement process that started under the previous government, 
sought and followed advice from relevant commonwealth agencies, and is working with other key government 
agencies on the project’s oversight. Ultimately, the state is seeking to provide a value-for-money project of high 
quality that will meet the operational requirements of the Public Transport Authority and the future needs of our 
rail network. That is what I intend to do.  
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